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at the Neuberger Museum,
Purchase, New York
2008

Mare Liberum is a collaborative, open-source boat building
project envisioned by Stephan von Muehlen, Benjamin
Cohen and Dylan Gauthier. The project sees as its goal
the creation of a fleet of dory-style boats for recreational
and educational encounters on the Gowanus Canal, the
Newtown Creek and other urban waterways in and around
New York City and beyond. We feel a personal need to
reconnect with this fourth element (after concrete, air and
social networks) of our urban experience.

This broadsheet contains all the information needed to
build your own Liberum Dory and oars using repurposed
materials, basic skills and minimal tools. We’ve also
provided some historical reading about sea adventures,
urban water squatters, dory races and calamities to get
you in a sea-faring mood. These were all sourced from
online newspapers, some have been altered and we’re not
going to say where we got them from but it’s not hard to
guess.

Upcoming Mare Liberum events include workshops,
demonstrations and public boat races to be held in the
Summer of 2008. If you’d like to be in touch with us
about future projects, cut the fold-over postcard out
of the bottom of this sheet and use the template on the
other side to draw your ideal Liberum Dory. Drop it in the
mail or in the box provided at the Neuberger Museum.
You can also see what we’re up to on the internets at
www.thefreeseas.org.

One more thing we’d like to mention: Mare Liberum is an
open ended experimental form so please do send us your
comments, critiques, suggestions, remaps, or redesigns
you may bound over along your building way.

A note before taking any boat out on the water for the
first time: make sure you read up on water safety (see our
bibliography, below) and give the boat a decent flotation
test in shallow water. Given that our boat design calls for
scrap wood and improvised materials, well, we’re sure
you’ll have though of all of this already. Anyhow, wear
a PFD (personal flotation device). We also recommend
installing flotation foam beneath seats or gunwales.
Anyway, just play it smart and get out there on the water.

mail to:

Mare Liberum

c/o Gowanus Studio Space
119 8th Street, Suite 202
(second floor)

Brooklyn, NY 11215
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Mare Liberum (tr. the free seas) v2: to build a small boat out
of urban waste, explore the unseen nooks of your city’s
neglected waterfront, bays, rivers and industrial canals..... a
collaborative, open source boat-building project brought to
you by Ben Cohen, Dylan Gauthier and Stephan von Muehlen.

Check out www.thefreeseas.org for updates.

1. PORT GUNWALE

2. STARBOARD GUNWALE
3. PLANKS, BOW HALF

4. PLANKS, STERN HALF
5. STERN KNEE

6. TRANSOM AND TRANSOM FRAMES
7. BOTTOM BOARD

8. FRAME #5

9. FRAME #4

10. FRAME #3 (CENTER)
11. FRAME #2

12. FRAME #1

14. STEM ->BOW: THE FRONT OF THE BOAT.

-> STERN: THE REAR OF THE BOAT.

-> STARBOARD: THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE BOAT.

-> PORT: THE LEFT SIDE OF THE BOAT.

-> AHEAD: IN FRONT OF THE BOAT.

-> ABAFT: BEHIND THE BOAT.

-> ABEAM: TO EITHER SIDE OF THE BOAT.

-> CAPSIZE: TO FLIP OVER THE BOAT.

-> BILGE: THE INSIDE BOTTOM OF THE BOAT,
GENERALLY COVERED UP AND CONTAINING A
SMALL AMOUNT OF WATER.

-> BAIL: TO GET WATER OUT OF THE BOAT.

-> FATHOM: SIX FEET.

-> HEADING: THE DIRECTION THE BOAT IS GOING.

and ILEA T
iﬁfj}é Ij{fﬁﬁxﬁm ﬁ’olx%% -> KNOT: SPEED EQUAL TO 1.15 MILES PER HOUR.

-> DORY: A SMALL, SHALLOW-DRAFT BOAT, USED FOR COMMERCIAL FISHING, RIVER AND
SHORE NAVIGATION, ESPECIALLY IN HEAVY SEA OR WHITE WATER RIVER CONDITIONS.
ALSO SPELLED ‘DOREE’ OR ‘DORIE’ IN HISTORICAL USAGE. THE LIBERUM DORY IS AN
UPDATE ON A NEW ENGLAND BANKS DORY, WITH AN EYE TO FACILITATING CONSTRUC-
TION BY THE CASUAL BOAT BUILDER WITH COMMONLY AVAILABLE MATERIALS.

-> GUNWALE: THE RAIL AROUND THE EDGE OF THE BOAT. PRONOUNCED (AND SOMETIMES
SPELLED) “GUNNEL.” ATTACH OARLOCKS TO THEM.

-> PLANKS: THE SIDES, ONE OR MANY.

-> STERN KNEE: BRACES THE TRANSOM TO THE BOTTOM BOARD.

-> TRANSOM: VERY REAR FACE OF THE BOAT. MOUNT A MOTOR OR RUDDER.

-> TRANSOM FRAMES: BOARDS ADDED TO THE TRANSOM TO FASTEN THE PLANKS TO. ON
THE LIBERUM DORY USE PALLET WOOD OR OTHER SOLID WOOD. PROBABLY NOT PLY AS
IT LACKS NECESSARY STRENGTH.

->BOTTOM BOARD: BOTTOM OF THE LIBERUM DORY, ONLY APPLICABLE TO FLAT BOT-
TOMED BOATS.

-> FRAME: SECTIONAL BRACING OF THE BOAT. USE ANY SOLID-WOOD (PALLET WOOD WiILL
DO IN APINCH.)

-> STATION: THE LOCATION OF THE FRAMES. IN MANY CASES STATIONS WILL HELP YOU
BUILD THE BOAT BUT NOT BE PERMANENTLY INSTALLED.

-> STEM: STRUCTURAL TIMBER AT THE BOW OF THE BOAT, PLANKS AND BOTTOM BOARD
FASTEN TO THIS.

-> CHINES: WHERE THE PLANKS AND BOTTOM BOARD MEET ALONG THE LENGTH OF THE
BOAT.

-> OARLOCKS: PIVOT POINT FOR OARS.

-> OARS: ROWING UTENSILS.

-> PINE TAR: OFTEN CALLED ‘STOCKHOLM TAR,’ A STICKY MATERIAL DERIVED FROM
CARBONIZED PINE SAP. USED FOR PRESERVING WOODEN BOATS BY COATING THE
INTERIOR SOLE OF THE BOAT WITH THE MIXTURE OF PINE TAR, GUM TURPENTINE AND
BOILED LINSEED OIL.

-> THOLE-PINS: TWO GENERALLY WOODEN PINS THAT BEHAVE AS OARLOCKS.

-> THWART: SEATS CROSSING THROUGH THE CENTER OF THE BOAT.

MARE LIBERUM
The Free Seas

Encompassed on all sides by
rivers, sounds, bays and the ocean
itself, gilded with an illustrious his-
tory of shipbuilding, naval depen-
dence, house-boating and mari-
time commerce, how is it that the
residents of New York City seem to
have collectively forgotten about
the waterways that surround them?
So few of us ever encounter the
water as anything more than some-
thing sparkly to look at, or more
often, something to cross over or
under, suspended safely at a height
of 120 or more feet from the water’s
surface, or buried deep beneath it
in concrete subway tunnels.

The new waterfront building-
boom that has occurred in Brook-
lyn has little to do with the water
itself and still less to do with the
waterfront. The most sought of the
new condos (always ‘Luxury’ now,
as if the word ‘condo’ alone no lon-
ger has any function as a signifier)
are always 30-40 stories above the
water. The ground floors are re-
served for concrete embankments
where the less affluent can picnic
at a safe remove from the shoreline
itself. The new waterfront parks do
fulfill a void of parks, but their em-
placement on the waterfront seems
to have more to do with ambiance
than natural affinity for marine life
or the changeable nature of the
seas.

Maybe it is a feeling that any-
thing positive the water possessed
was buried when waterfront indus-
try choked a hundred years ago and
collapsed early in the last century,
leaving its piers to rot and literally
collapse even now. When we see
people fishing in the East River, do
we not feel a certain level of con-
tempt or disgust for their habit, as
if the water were so polluted that
even so much as a good thought
towards it (heavens gorbid: a meal
from it!) should rest like a hex on
the family of the offending party,
casting all those who enjoy their
interaction with the water itself as
some sort of soiled sub-class? Even
avid sailors we know avoid the wa-
ter here, afraid that it should touch
their skin and somehow brand
them for life.

The yachters who speed through
the East River Channel must en-
joy it to some extent, but their
ships are the nautical equivalent
of a Suburban Utility Vehicle, in-
sulated from the experience of the
road (or in this case, the water) by
myriad simulacra: stabilizers, sen-
sors, GPS navigators, infrared cam-
eras, depth sounders, fish spotters,
all while HD plasma screens screen
the “Planet Earth” episode on Tidal
Estuaries. Something is missing
here. We do not assume to know
what it is.

Our project is first: a reaction
to the neglect of our natural water
rights, and second: an attempt to
tell a story of a different sort of ex-
perience with the water, a return to
it, with the understanding offered
only by a close encounter.

In “The Risk of Sea Level Rise”
by James G. Titus of the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency
(EPA), we are told that there is a
50% chance that sea levels could
rise 21 inches in New York City by
the year 2100. With less conserva-
tive predictions of sea level rises
presenting far direr estimates, we
propose this new experience of the
water as something that may not be
entirely optional, but a preparation
on which we may do well to get a
head start.

Craft Sailed by Harry Morse Wins in
Good Breeze,

Northport, L, 1., June 14—With 8 good
breeze blowing the firat regatta of the
Northport Yacht Club for the dory class was
eafled this afternoon. The start was made
at 2 o’clock and the race was over a trlangu-
lar course. Nine dorles entered. Thoy got
off fn a bunch and remalined close togethor
throughout the eatire race. The dory salled
by Harry Morse, a son of D. P. Morae, owner
of tbe crack sloop Ojibway, flnished Brst.
Arthur Cockcroft was second and Pldgeon
and Quackenbush third. Before the race,
while sailing about the harbor; Mr. Cock-
croft's boat wag struck by a hard puff and
capsized.

LAY PONT WS

Yacht Race and Amusing Water
" Carnival Held by the Newly

Organized Club.

MANHASSET FLEET IN A RACE.

'Wind Weak at First, but Finally Comes
On to Blow—Jamaica Bay
Yachts Back.

Point "o Woods, L. 1., August 26—The new-
Iy organized yacht club at Point ‘o Woods
s making itself a factor to the exlstence of
the place. A grand water carnival and gym-
kana was held here to-day under its ausplees
and was crowned with great success. The
dock at Point o’ Woods was gally decorated
with the club colors and all the boats in the
flest were appropriately decorated for the o¢-
caslon.

The yacht race hegan at 2 o'clock. At
the start a light southwest wind was blowlog
which soon shifted to woutheast and blew
stroagly. The Emily B., Captain Brewster,
got the best of the start with the Idyl close
wp to windward. The Winifred and Colonel
Bryan [ollowed in close order. The Idyl
galoed slowly oo her rival and overhauled her
before the first buoy was passed. The trl-
aumph was short lived and soon slter passing
the stake the Emilie B. took the lead and wss
never headed. On corrected time the Idyl
won by one minute and ten seconds.

(n Class B the honors were ¢arried away
by the Colonel Bryan, Captain Oly Brewster,
the little fellow, with the ominous silvery
ring to his name, winning by a hacdsome mer-
gla, her only competitor, the Roy, belng
disqualified.  Tho yacht race wag followed
by a ball game and ruoniog and jumping con-
teste.

The day ended with an exciting horse race
in which there were thres contestants. The
time for this race was not taken by the time-
keepers in the excitement at the result. fn
th evening the fleet was decorated with Jap-
anese lanterns and a pyrotechnic display was
glven from the float.

Refreshments were served and a delight-
ful programme of song by John C. Dempsey,
formerly of the Nordiea Concert Company,
and George Seymour Lenox of the New York
University Glee Club followed. The specta.
tors then repaired to Assoclation Hall, where
the annual ball of the yacht club was beld and
the prizes for the events were awarded to the
‘winners. The results of the varlous compe-
titions were as follows: :

Yacht race—Class B. cat boats:

i Elapsed

Start. Finlsh, Time.

Boat. HMS. HMS. M3,
Emllie B 3: 4300
Idyl ....... 44:03
Narayana -. 48115
Quaker ... 130
Sandpliper 30:88

0 eeeiraniae
Colanel Brya

Flre Island, L. I., May 21—It is reported
that upward of forty <~esselc laden with
oysters, bound for the Great Suuth Bay, afo
now lying wind bound in Coney Isinnd Cove.
It is hoped that the present caster will oot
last os long as the previous one, which
Iecked this same fieet of oyster vessels in
suld covelfor titree long weeks.

A Ship of
Freethinkers,
Hemmed in by Landlords

SWAN FOUR HOURS
FROM LUSITANIA

F. B. Jenkins Had No Life-
beit, but Was\Saved by
Floating Oars.

INSENSIBLE WHEN RESCUED

Qnce Given Up for Dead by Nurses
—Says Max Schwarcz Died
Calling ‘'Ladies First."”

| ¥, Bertram Jenkins, London manager
of the woolen importing house of Cobb
& Jenkins, has written to his business
: associates here the following account of
his experiences in the sinking of the
Lusitania:

* Seated at my table in the dining sa-
loon were my friend, Mr. Max Schwarcz,
and two ladies, who had joined us for
coffee, when we heard a terrific explo-
sion which seemed to make the boat
shiver from stem to stern. We all Jooked
aghast at each other, and all the people
who were in the saloon, some sixty or
seventy, (the majority were out on deck,
having finished their luncheon, the time
being about 2:05,) jumped up, simul-
taneously, ejaculating various remarks,
such as ‘My God, it's a torpedo!’ There
was a general rush for the'staircase,
(the dining saloon was four decks below
the boat deck,) although I should like to
point out emphatically that there was
absolutely now panic. The two ladies
who were with Mr. Schwarez and my-
gelf clung to us, asking us to stick with
them, which we assured them we would
do. We got them on to the boat deck as
quickly as possible. This took, per-
haps, some five minutes, as the boat
listed very badly immediately the tor-
pedo struck her. The list grew momen-
tarily worse as we climbed the stairease.
There were no lifebelts on deck, as they
were all kept in the staterooms., and it
was an impossibility to get to them,
owing to the boat's list to port. It was

also mmpossikle for me to leave the la-
dies, as I was anxious to get them into

8 boat.

“We came out on the deck on the
starboard side (the torpedo struck on
the port side). By this time the crew
had tried unsuccessfully, owing to the
way the boat was listing, to launch
several boats, and they were then lower-
ing another. The boat was then on tile
level of the deck, and there were some
seven or eight ladies in it, and one or
twa men getting the oars loose, I first
handed in Miss Josephine Brandell, who
was wearing a lifebelt. 1 should like to
place it on record that this lifebelt was
placed on her by Mr. Edward Gorer, of
Bond Street, who was_wearing it when
we came on deck. His cabin was on
the boat deck, and he, being on deck
at the time of the torpedoing, was able
to run into his cabin and get it. I shall
never forget this noble deed of self-sac-
rifice. He, poor fellow, although, I be-
lieve, 3 strong swimmer, was drowned.

* I was standing with one foot on the
deck of the Lusitania, and the other on'
the side of the lifeboat, handing in Mrs.
Crichton, when (whether the gailors
loosed their hold of the rope or the ropes
broke I do not know) the boat suddenly
fell into the water, I necessarily fali-
ing with {t. 1 seemed to zo down,
down, and down yet father, strug-
gling for breath and to get to the
surface of the water. I eventually came
up and found myself underneath the
boat, which was bottom upwards, and
after taking breath, I managed to get
from underneath and found myself being
swept rapidly to the stern of the boat.
I presume the boat was still in motion,
I clutched at an open port hole, but
missed catching hold of it. I then swam
to & rope which was hanging down from
the deck. In the course of a moment
twenty others had caught hold, and we
were all sinking.

“1 Jet go and swam for a champagne
case which I saw 100 yards or so ahead
of me, but I found very little support
from this, so I let go and swam for an
oar which T isaw gome_ distance ahead.
It seemed that I should never overtuke

I was swimming in a very heavy
suit, having had no chance to divest
myself of any of mi' clothing, When I
eventually reached it 1 wes
exhausted condition. However, I cfung

for and secured,

* Just at that time my attention was
atiracted to three §lrls clinging to a
deck chair, two of them wearing life-
belts, the third without, but supportin,
herself partly on the deck chair an

rtunately my aim was
good, and the girl without the lifebeit
caught it. I afterwards saw this gicl
at Queenstown safe and well,

1 then looked about for other means
of support and caught sight of another
oar which I swam Ifor,” and after a
mighty offort succeeded in reaching
it. I had to swim with my right arm
and tow the other oar with my fef(,
which naturanzy impeded my progress
considerably. was again utterly ex-
hausted. However, had sufficient.
presence of mind (0 place the oars vue
on either side of me, then got them un.
der my armptts and wounhd my arms
around them and gripped them with iy
hands, then I got my legs across them,
one on either oar,

THREE BAYS OF PERIL
AT SER IN AN OPEN DORY

Lrew of the Ida L. Ray Rescued
From Death by the Steam=
ship Alleghany.

CAPTAIN'S SERIOUS CHARGE.

Bays a Passing Steamer Ignored Dis-
tress Signals—Captain of Bellenden
Makes Reply.

The steamship Alleghany arrived this

orning bringing four shipwrecked sailors
:nm the little lumber schooner Ida L. Ray.
{For three days and three nights the men were
ip an open boat at the mercy of a northwest
gdle endeavoring to reach shore or attract
the attention of passing craft. Fortunately
they had a good supply of provisions with
them but they suffered from the extreme cold
and when they reached the deck of the Alle-
ghany were scarcely able to walk.

The Ida L. Ray was bound from Norfolk
to New York, laden with pine lumber. She
Yeft Chinoteague Harbor, sixty-five miles
from Norfolk on Monday. The weather in
Chesapeake Bay was extremely rough. When
she passed the cape a northwest gale was
blowing. The heavy seas which broke over
the vessel shifted the deck load of lumber
and as the sea receded the load fell heavily
on the deck. This started the waterways,
find on Tuesday the vessel began to fill.

The men were driven from below by the
water, which soon filled the hold and brought
the vessel's deck flush with the water. From
11 o'clock on Tuesday until 6 o’clock on Fri-
day morning the crew was helpless and the
little schooner drifted with the sea breaking
over her. She drifted from off Five Fathoms
dightship until she was about 125 miles south-
east of Fenwick light.

During this time Captain Andrew Ander-
son and the men vainly endeavored to attract
‘the attention of passing vessels. Then fidd-
4ng they could do nothing they took to the
dory and started to row ashore. Before leav-
ing they placed a supply of crackers and fresh
water in the boat.

They rowed twenty-six hours in the ex-
#reme cold in thelr endeavor to reach shore.
Fortunately the sea moderated. The mepg
were wet to the skin and suffered severely
from the cold. and were obliged lo row to
&keep from freezing. When the dory reached
the vicinity of the Fenwick light another
morthwest gale struck them blowing the dory
Wity miles further off shore.

Captain Anderson 2nd the mate, Allen Bar-
ker, were both washed overboard. but sue-
ceeded in getting back to the dory. Barter,
the mate, was washed out of the forward
part of the dory by a sea and Im-
mediately afterward washed back again.
He succeeded in grasping the side of
the boat and the men helped him
back into his seat. The sea which washed
bim back nearty filled the dory. The
crew were compelled to bail constantly to
Yeep the little craft afloat. Three times a
day a small porticn of crackers and fresh
‘water for each man was doled out. The
men say that each day vessels passed them,
but they were not near enough to make them |
out. Cnce a steamship passed so close that|
they could see the men in the riggings, but
they received no assistance.

When the crew left the Ida L. Ray thev
took with them the ship's cat. The zuimal
Tefused to leave them and huddled close to
the men In the small boat. ~Every time a
sea broke over the dory tle cat cried pite-
ousgly. Onee she was wasiied overboard. On
Saturday Captain Arferson, as the animal
was nearly frozer,” drowned her. Some of
the men wept »nen the cat was drowned, as
Bhe was a gieat favorite.
~.0n  Manuay moerning, at 7 o'clock, they
Bighted the steamship Alleghany of the Atlas
Line, bound from Kingstcn to this port. The
men signaled frantically and succeeded in
attracting the attention of those on board.
They rowed the dory to the side of the
steamship and were assisted on board. They
expect to leave for Stonington, Me., to-day.

Captain Andrew Anderson says that on
Friday, the Sth, a large steamer with two
masts and one blue and white funnel ap-
proached within three miles of them. As
she neared, the captain went aleft with the
crew in the Ida L. Ray and sought to
attract the attenticn of those on board. They
had their colors set in the rizging urion
down. They falled to attract the attenticn
of those aboard the steamer.

The Lampert & Holt steamer Bellenden.
which arrived Sunday. repcrted passing the
schooner Tda L. Ray on the 8th abandoned.
The shipwrecked men are Captain Andrew
Anderson, Mate Allen Barter, Belcher How-
ard and William E. Gross.

The former two own the schocner, which
‘was not insured.

Captain Jared of the Bellenden, when
ghown the statement of Captain Anderson.
wvery vigorously denied any one was on board
the 1da L, Ray. or that any flag of distress
was in her riggzing when he sighted her.

“Why,"” said, he. T was within half a ship's
Jength of her. It was 10:15 Saturday morn-
ing, the 9th. not the 8th. Ask the raptain of
the three-masted schooner Susie P. Oliver;
‘he will bear me out in what T say.

Henry Blakely Held Under Bonds for
Examination.

Long Istand City, L. I, July 27—Henry
Blakely, 30 years old, of Stelnway avenus,
was charged with maliclous mischiet in Jus-
tlee Ingrabam's poilce court to-day. Blskely
was arrosted 1ast night on complaint of Ern-
est Riclitera, a boatman ot Bowery Bay, who
aharged him with entting two holes in the
side of a sallboat on March 23 last, causing it
to_ founder.

In the early pari of March Mrs. Alice
Blakely, wite of the prisoner, suddenly dis-
appeared from ber home. A few days later
Blakaly found his wife living with Richter
on tho latter's bnat, which was lying In
Berrian’s Creek. Mrs. Blakely expressed sor-
row fcr abandoning her home and was for-
given by her husband. A bitter enmity arose
between BiaKely and Richbters ss a result of
Mrs. Blakely's escapade.

‘to. them. ‘He “became’ distrustful

The Cachelot Is the Finest Specimen of
Her Class.
(Special to the Eagle.)

Nyack, N. Y., June 3—This morning at 10:30
o'clock the house-boat built at Ayers' Ship-
vard here for J. M. MacDonough of the New
York Yacht Club was launched. Mrs. Mac-
Donough christened her “Cachelot,” as . she
613d into the water.

The boat wi)l be in commission on July 1.
Shie is a Amatipg house and has ten rooms,
I-xuriously fitted up. Her speed will be
evight knots an hour and she Is ocean going.

The Cachelot is one of the largest and
finest house boats ever built.

SMART COSTUMES TOWEAR
 ABOARDTHE YACHT- - _

%

BOATING IBCKET.
. Thise bright colored cfoth, low necked affairs nre @e- .
cived from the Pacisien styles. The looped button Is sup.)
posed 5 give & newer turn and the wide, ajen slegve af -

" fords eary movement.  These gurments can be vred far
various purposes and are likely to gain & wide populacity
when clothing st chsnge from grave to gay and from
winter fo sommer at 1 moment’s notice.

RIVER SQUATTER BURNED

Figure on the Waterfront.

Thirty Years—His Tenants’
Narrow Escape.

The river people—that queer, shifting
ocolony of thousands, which lines the mlles
of New York's water front—-have lost one
of thelr old2st and best known members.
'The river people know little of the life of
New York, and the life of the city takes
Httle heed of them. So if * Ned' Hawk-
ins had died a ‘‘ natural death,” it his life
had not been destroyed by a fire that
consumed his ancient houseboat early
vesterday, his departure from this life
probably would have been known to no
one outside the colony. -
But the tragedy of his taking off gave
old “Ned” posthumous notoriety. The,
tenement dwellers of South BYooklvn
heard of the old man, and clusters of
women and children gathered at the foot
of Twenty-tirst Street, where the docks
project into the Gowanus Canal, and
where the odors of whale oil and burning
tar and stagnant water are mingled with
those that are wefted from the galleys of
the craft tied up for the Winter in the
shallows and alongside the wharves.
The women and children heard strange
stories of the life of * Ned.” And when
these had been repeated by them to neigh-
bors they were stranger still. But after
the exaggeration and untruth had been
deducted the autbentic fragments rema,l{;-
ing of the old man's history were still
far from ordinary.
« Ned " was at least 80 years old when
his placid life, led alongside of the equal-
1y placid dockside waters,' came to & sud-
den end yesterday. To some of his inti-
mates he had declared that he had lived
“more'n a hundred year.” They had
some doubts. _
He had lived in his cranky little house-
boat—the caulking drooping from its wi-
dened seams—for thirty years. The dock-
men knew him as “one of the river
squatters.” For many years his boat l::d
venture upon even the
gﬁggtetsoto olfe %lgs(zrﬁnoeys, as is trl’le case with
many cf the squatter craft. So * Ned
kept it permanently moored in one inlet
or another, and finally, when he became
too stiff for work and when asthma made
it aifficult for him to breathe, he hung

a sign that there were four rooms for
2§xt1t upgn his craft, for which he would
charge $6 a month. . )
The river folk are democratic. They
draw no color line. = And when Mrs.
Winifred Thornton and her sister Anna
heard of the bargain they went to old
“# Ned "—about eighteen months ago—
and lived there—their landlord using one
little apartment in the stern.

They lived quite happily, Mrs. Thorn-
ton and her sister and two children, Not
far away, on the side of the same inlet,
were moored the homes of other harbor
squatters and renters. Near them was
the Shad—a flat-bottomed, sloop-rigged
craft, that had been navigated from
Southern waters, and become the home of
its owner and his wife, after it had been
trussed up on timbers, beyond reach of
the tide. Across the inlet were three or
four renters—persons who preferred the
water front to tenements, and who spent
their lives in houseboats too old for act-
fve use. At night the strains of music
floated from these strange crait, There
were dances, and ‘“ socials” and wakes.
It was far from dull down there, away
from the noise of elevated trains and the
stuffy air -of ‘crowded’ flathouses .
Mrs. Thornton .and her sister took a
kindly interest in-old * Ned.” They urged
him to apply for a berth In the Sallors’
Home, for they discovered that he pos-

‘sessed seaman's papers that would have
,entitled_h

o

im to o comfortable abiding

lace.:;But the old negro-would not listen
;as he

rew older. Day after day he would sic”
glone in his little cabin, stored with relics
of his cruises in foreign waters, and in
the nighttime would croon to himself ol‘d
sea songs and other melodies which his
hearers had never heard before. |
The old man had two great chests filled
with odds and ends that he treasured
highly—old coins and charts, and trinkets
such as_ sailors love. ¥He possessed, as
well, a little property. But he would never
give more than a hint to any one concern-
ing these things. It was not until the
Coroner examined them yesterday that it
wag known the old man_was not a pau-
per, and that he had Hved for many years
in the West Indies. )
Then it was found that he had sailed
in deep-sez ships, and that some of these
had been of doubtful classification. In-
deéd, he told the Thorntons that he had
lived a hard life at sea, and that he was
happy to become a Deaceable harbor
squatler In his old age.
About six months ago the old man took
to his bed. The river folk called at the
house boat and asked for °‘* Ned,” but
they were not admitted to his room.
Even the Thorntons saw him seldom,
and when they did he had little to say.
In the early morning hours of yesterday
Mrs. Thornton was aroused by a crash

what was wrong.
‘“Are you in trouble?' she called to

m,
“No 'm. Lenst not much trouble,” he

answared In a muffled voice. By that
time the flames were eatm§ their way
through the thin partition wall

Mrs. Thornton rushed out on the nar-
row deck and vereamed. But the river
folk ave hard sleepers. No one answered,
and the woman rushed back into the
house, and roused her sister and her chil-
dren. The flames were roaring in the
little deckhoyse. and old ' Ned ' was no-
where to be seen. The frightenad woman
Fem-ed into his roem, but could see noth-
ng. Then she ran screaming along the
shore and - up in ihe streets leading away
frorn the docks.

The police and firemen finally reached
the sceno. But they were too late to be
of help. Thes old boat was a charred
mass of wreckage. .
Beside *“* Ned's'" body lay the carcass
of a young dog that had been_his pet. His
cat had fled from the fire aAnd was meow-
ing outside. The arigin of the fire could
not be detarmined. .

FISHERMEN SAVED FROM DEATIL

Four OUays in as Open Boat on the
Newfoundiannd BraanXs.

Gurovcesten, Mass , May 5—Chacles Sullivan
and Woodbury J. Corey, who strayed from the
schooner Gardper W, L'arr, while on the banks,
and who wore supposed to have baen lost, bave
arrived home. 7They had & harrowing experi-
ence on the sea in a dory for four days aad
escaped madness and death fromn starvation by
the narrowest chance of wind and tide,

They left the Tarr on the southern edge of La
Have bank the morming of April 19 te haul
trawls. While so engaged fog sint down and
the wind carried their dory beyond hearing of
the schooner's horn,

A lunch and u saall keg o! water comprised
the Loat's provisions, and those gnve out in a
few days. The foy did not lift until the 23d,
when the custuways pulled in the Sirection they
supposed the shore to ve. Lhat afternoon, thor-
oughly exhausted, they drifted wshore at Rose-
berey Head. twelve mliles from Lunenberg. It
was April 26 before thoy werv stroug enough
10 leave.

Dedicated to Patrick O’Neill
(1929-2007) who was a sailor in his
youth, Peter von Muehlen (1934-2006)
who once built boats and Lutz Von
Muehlen (1929-) who still likes to stare
at the sea from the shore.

Thomas W. Lawson A {es His
Yacht on the Dreamer—Passing
Vessels Salute.

Boston, Mass., June 3—Uader very favera-
ble weather conditions the sail trial of (l?e
Boston cup yacht Independence was made in
Boston harbor to-day.

WIith a tair, soutbwest wind and clear skies
everything ised well for a s ¥
spin.

It took fully an hour to get the sheet up to
the satistaction of Captaln Haff, and, by the
time the operation was finighed, the yacht
was well out iato the bay beyond Boston
Light.

Following the tug and the Indepondence
down the harbor came the Dreamer, the
steam yacht of Thomas W. Lawson, owner ot
the Independence, with Mr. Lawson and a
party of friénds on doard.

Although the greeting to the Independence
as sbe left the dock had not been lavish, there
Was no lack of salutes as she procecded to-
ward Boston Light.

Many vessels were passed and every one ol
them which had aboard snything capable of
meking a nolse used it with good will, 20t
orly in honor of the new boat, but 2iso to 2x-
press good cheer to Mr. Lawson as he passed
in the Dreamer.

The tug Peter W. French, with newspajer
men  and  other guests of Mr. Lawson on
board, left Long Whar! juset after 10:30 z=nd,
proceeding to the state dock, where the in-
dependence was anchored, prepared to take
the wacht in tow.

The crew of the Independence had been
busy 2l the morning on sails and rigglng.
bul there was a delay of an aour before the
tug could begin slowly to back the yacat oul
of her berth.

There was little demonsiration attencing
the departure of the new sloop, as the tow-
Une was taken aboard the tug and she began
to move seaward. Qne or two small steam
craft gave shrill screams and a little clus-
ter of rowboats and small sailboats gave
cheers, but that was all.

CLOSE DORY RACE
AT JAMAICA BAY

Rockaway Beach. L. I., June 22-~The nec-
ond of the serles of races for the dory cham-
pionship of the Jamaica Bay Yacht Club was
stiled tbis nfterncon. Oaly two boats staried
and these were sent over the course by a
good salllng breeze that blew ouL of the
acuth.

The preparatory gun was fired at 3:20
c'clock and ten minutes later the fleet lttle
boats were acnt away. Dory B, sniled by
Louis Pearsall, and dory 0. sailed by Harry
Lafoud, were the starters and the two erossed
the Hine together,

The run down to the first mark off Sea
Side was before the wind. Pearsall holding
the inside position and gradually drawing
away from Lafond.

Mare Liberum Thanks:

Angela Conant,

Paula Zaslavsky,

The Gowanus Studio Space
(www.gowanusstudio.org),
Build It Green
(www.bignyc.org),

Galen Joseph-Hunter & Tianna
Kennedy at Free103Point9,
Jacqueline Shilkoff at the
Neuberger Museum,

Dylan Farnum at WWF,
Washington,

The Unknown Designer of
the argor brush font,
Local Newspapers for
making 2008 look a lot
like 1888,

And all the great dead
boatbuilders and
shipwrights who
perfected all of
this long ago and
astound us with
the beauty and
simplicity of
their designs.
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TO DEATH ON KIS BOAT

“ Ned ” Hawkins Long a Familiar

ONCE A DEEP-SEA SAILOR

‘But Had Not Sailed the Main for

b

18 Fiberum Gangs

30

liberum dory oar

1.

FIND A PIECE OF
WOOD. (WE REC-
OMMEND A SINGLE
BOARD THAT MEA-
SURES APPROXIMATE-
LY 8’ LONG X 10” WIDE
X1.50R 2” THICK.)

2.

CUT THE STENCILS
OUT OF THIS PAPER,
THEN PLACE THE
STENCIL OF THE OAR
BLADEONYOURPIECE
OF WOOD AND TRACE
AROUND IT WITH A
PENCIL.

3.

PLACE THE STENCIL
OF THE END OF THE
HANDLE (THE FRAME
AROUND THE TEXT
YOU’RE READING
RIGHT NOW) AT THE
OTHER END OF YOUR
WOOD AND TRACE
AROUND IT.

4.

CONNECT THE
STRAIGHT LINES BE-
TWEEN THE END OF
THE HANDLE AND THE
END OF THE BLADE TO
MAKE THE SHAFT OF
THE OAR.

5.

CUT THE OAR SHAPE
OUT OF THE WOOD
PLANK USING A SAW.

o.

SAND OR PLANE
DOWN THE ROUGH
EDGES SO THE OAR
FITS NICELY IN YOUR
HAND.

7.

MAKE YOUR SECOND
OAR FOLLOWING
STEPS 1-7.

8.

SET UP SOME OAR-
LOCKS ALONG THE
GUNWHALE OF YOUR
BOAT. AN EASY AL-
TERNATIVE IS TO CUT
A 5” STRIP OF LEATH-
ER AND SCREW IT
INTO THE GUNWHALE
AROUND THE OARS
TO HOLD THEM DOWN
WHILE YOU ROW.

9.

GET TO ROWING!




CHECK THE WEBSITE: GET YOUR TOOLS AND BEFORE YOU DO ANYTHING ELSE,
WWW.THEFREESEAS.ORG SPACE TOGETHER. GET SOME CONTEXT.

FOR WISE WORDS FROM THINK IT THROUGH. A JIG-

A saisiten | £ ST Semea | S mencnaaeresmaroe | O
PEOPLE-WHO-HAVE-LEARNED- y IS THE MINIMUM. SAND PAPER |  FeEL FREE TO WRITE TO US. REMEMBER. YOUR % , %
THE-HARD-WAY, AND THE BOAT § OR A RANDOM ORBIT SANDER. ¥ | |FE MAY BE AT RISK! ‘ ’ g
DESIGNERS THEMSELVES! é ' ,

BIG CLAMPS OR A FEW STRONG
CHANGES ARE INEVITABLE AND FRIENDS.

YOUR LIFE IS AT RISK!! i
= mmJtm

f’

NEED WITH THE JIGSAW. CUT TO THE INSIDE EDGE OF THE MARKS - BUT NO FURTHER! IT IS
BETTER TO ERR ON THE SIDE OF TOO BIG. YOU CAN ALWAYS SAND OR PLANE DOWN LATER.
ADDING WOOD OR FILLING GAPS WILL PROVE MORE DIFFICULT.

ACQUIRE YOUR BOAT BUILDING MATERIALS.
YOU WILL NEED:

ASSEMBLE FRAMES FROM 3/4” SOLID WOOD
(SEE DRAWINGS BELOW FOR THE DETAILS)

--> CHECK THE WEBSITE. THESE DIMENSIONS MAY CHANGE

~> 5 SHEETS OF /2" PLYWOOD WITH THE OUTLINES OF AS LESSONS ARE LEARNED AND INFORMATION IS SHARED.

THE PARTS LAID OUT ALREADY OR A COPY OF THE
TEMPLATES AT 1:1 SCALE. THE LIBERUM CREW WILL
ATTEMPT TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE TO ALL, BUT BE
RESOURCEFUL. (NOTE: IT HAS BEEN FOUND THAT
UNLESS THE 1/2” PLYWOOD IS OF REMARKABLE MAKE AND
CONDITION, SPLITTING AND BREAKAGE MAY OCCUR. TWO
LAYERS OF 1/4” PLY OR 3/8” MAY ALSO WORK WITHOUT THE
AFOREMENTIONED PROBLEMS WITH SPLITTING.)
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% 5 LAY TEMPLATES OUT ON YOUR MATERIAL, TRACE, AND CUT OUT ALL THE PARTS YOU WILL
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--> A GOODLY SUPPLY OF 3/4” PINE - AT A MINIMUM OF 3” IN
WIDTH - FOR THE STRUCTURE. THICKER STUFF CAN ALSO
BE USED FOR ADDED STRENGTH (WHICH MAY BE WELL-
ADVISED). 2” X 4” ‘S EVEN. YOU WILL PROBABLY NEED 40 -
50 FEET OF THE STUFF.
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--> STAINLESS STEEL DECK SCREWS IN A RANGE OF LENGTHS
WOULD BE CHOICE.
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--> WOOD GLUE, CONSTRUCTION ADHESIVE, AND SOMETHING
TO SEAL THE BOAT WITH. THIS CAN BE PAINT OR EVEN A
TRADITIONAL MIXTURE OF 1/3 PINE TAR - 1/3 MINERAL
SPIRITS - 1/3 VARNISH!

ATTACH TRANSOM TO STERN KNEE
(SEE DIMENSIONED DRAWINGS AND BE SURE TO CHECK FOR UPDATES TO THE GEOMETRY.)

SHOWN. DO THE SAME FOR

7 LAMINATE STEM TOGETHER AS
STERN KNEE.

FRAME 3

. L}
)

DO THE SAME WITH THE SIDES. USE THE “PLANKS”

g ATTACH THE BOTTOM BOARD HALVES TOGETHER, THEN
SECTIONS AS FOUND ON THE TEMPLATES.

FRAME 4

xas mmm-mw*@m-mmmmmmm-m<

ATTACH STEM AND STERN KNEE TO THE BOTTOM BOARD AS SHOWN BELOW, USING BOTH ADHESIVE AND SCREWS.
ATTACH FRAMES TO THE BOTTOM BOARD IN THE SAME WAY.

FRAME 5

--> LAY ABEAD OF CONSTRUCTION ADHESIVE ALONG THE BOTTOM OF THE FRAME. THIS WILL ADD STRENGTH AND FILL THE GAPS.
--> LOCATE THE FRAMES ON CENTER AND IN THE LOCATIONS SHOWN IN THE DRAWING, BEGINNING WITH FRAME 3 AND WORKING OUTWARD.

--> MAKE SURE THAT YOU ORIENT THE FRAMES CORRECTLY - THE VERTICALS FACE OUT FROM THE CENTER. SCREW IN PLACE THROUGH THE BOTTOM BOARD. LEAVE THE SCREWS
A LITTLE LOOSE UNTIL THE SIDES ARE ATTACHED SO THAT YOU CAN PULL THEM INTO VERTICAL IN THE LOCATIONS MARKED ON THE SIDES.
}mmmm:mmﬁ

a
!
|
a
|

é A4 NS T MRS, A |
: ATTACH THE SIDES TO THE STEM AND e
SIDES OF THE BOAT TO THE FRAMES. a :' 2 TRANSOM IN THE SAME FASHION, USING BOTH E 1 5 ADD_ DESIRED Fom e oRE mm wms B om
E > ADD ADHESIVE ALONG THE . ADHESIVE AND SCREWS 8

FRAMES AND ALONG THE EDGE - é’stF QAT ;\r“ 5 E 39
—> THIS MAY BE THE MOST DIFFICULT PART DUE TO THE ACCUMU- TSIDE D 2 9
OF THE BOTTOM BOARD. LATION OF ERROR, INCREASED FORCES, AND DIFFICULTY IN E INSIDE OF THEDORY 3 2
CLAMPING THE CURVES. PROCEED WITH CARE AND CAUTION. & » 85
> ALIGN THE SIDES TO THE BOT- —> PAINT . =2
TOM BOARD WITH THE SeAM GO SLOWLY, BUT HAVE HEART! YOU ARE ALMOST THERE.) AN #E =5
LINES ON BOTH. —> REINFORCE WITH “CHINE BLOCKS,” BITS OF 2X4 BETWEEN - ;'ggFTlﬁg AR %,; 3
, > MAKE SURE THE BOTTOM ggg EVI\QA_I\(I)IES THAT BOTH THE BOTTOM AND THE SIDES CAN 7> ROOFPING TA oy
BOARD’S EDGE IS FLUSH WITH ' > SPIT AND FINGERNAIL c o
THE BOTTOM EDGE OF THE - -m{ POLISH OR ANYTHING @ 9
SIDES. (CHECK AGAIN AND ELSE. g <
AGAIN AS YOU MOVE OUT- H § S o
WARD.) 1 >-mnmnm< 5 S
SCAB GUNWALES =]
> USE THE HOLE LOCATIONS (PRONOUNCED °‘GUNNELS’, JUST SO YOU KNOW) l ° S
PAINTED ON THE SIDES TO PO- TO EACH OTHER AS YOU’VE DONE WITH SIDES AND BUILD SOME OARS =3
SITION THE FRAMES RELATIVE BOTTOM. AND ATTACH E Sa
70 THE SIDES. OARLOCKS, SEATS, § © 3
ATTACH GUNWALES TO FRAMES. WATCH FOR SPLITTING WHEN SCREW- FLOTATION FOAM IF DESIRED. KIT $° £ @
> FASTEN WITH THE STAINLESS ING INTO END GRAIN. PILOT DRILL YOUR HOLES OR TOENAIL THEM OUT YOUR LIBERUM DORY WITH 3 & O n
STEEL DECK SCREWS. YOU IN. CABINS, MAST & SAILS, RUN- c 3 '
WILLPROBABLYWANTTOPILOT e - NING LIGHTS, BENCHES, BARBE- 3
THE HOLES TO AVOID SPLIT- }mmmmm : CUES, TRAPEZE KITS, BLENDER, o
TING THE FRAMES. FEEL FREE PLANKS... E Q
TO ADD AS MANY SCREWS AS SQUIRT ADHESIVE EVERYWHERE -
-—>> .
> PROCEED FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE BOAT WORKING TOWARD > PLUG UP ANY HOLES IN THE BOTTOM BOARD WITH US_ AND DRAW US A E ,
THE ENDS, WORK ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BOAT EQUALLY. THAT PREVIOUSLY EXISTED A PICTURE IF YOU LIKE. ~—— >
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